From: Jay Kolakoski <JayKolakoski@bristolct.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, March 08, 2016 3:55 PM
To: INSTestimony
Subject: H.B. No. 5518

Members of the Insurance and Finance Committee:

I am writing in support of H.B. No. 5518, An Act Imposing a Surcharge on Certain Personal Risk Insurance Policies to
Fund Regional Fire Schools' Operating Budgets and Certain Firefighter Training Costs and Purchases of Fire Equipment.

If passed, this Bill would help to ensure the much needed funding for the State's Regional Fire Schools. As you know,
this funding has been "zeroed cut" over the past few years. H.B. No. 5518 would establish a dedicated revenue stream to
fund these crucial training facilities, and possibly be used as a vehicle to fund certain firefighter training and equipment,

The training that is conducted at the State’s Regional Fire facilities helps firefighters operate safely, efficiently and
effectively, and is a critical component of the Statewide training system. Please consider voting in favor of H.B. No.
5518, It's passage may be the difference between life and death.

Respectfully,
Chief Jay Kolakoski

Jay Kolakoski, Fire Chief

Bristol Fire Department
181 North Main Street
Bristol, CT 06010
860-584-7964-office
860-406-1691-dept. cell
860-584-4893-fax
jaykolakoski@bristolct.gov
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